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04 The Global Ocean – From Decline to Recovery

The central message we wish to highlight is that the global 
ocean is a key and constituent part of the life-support 
system of our planet, providing immense, and in some cases 

 
it as our collective shared obligation and responsibility to ensure 
that we leave to future generations a planet that is productive 
and plentiful. The negative consequences of what is taking 
place beneath the waves must be brought to the forefront of 
international decision-making on sustainability, governance  
and development. 

Moving Towards a Cycle of Ocean Recovery
The compelling evidence of ocean decline, in the high seas 

conscience and concern. The Commission was determined to 

to shifting from a vicious cycle of decline to a virtuous c ycle 
of high seas recovery. Our drive to turn things round – our 

and sometimes inspiring examples of sustainable and even 

by the availability of viable solutions stemming fr om the huge 
advances in marine science and understanding; the gr owing 
awareness and engagement of global citizens in ocean issues; 
and the new focus on the ocean within the global climate 
change and UN post-2015 global development debates. W e 
believe that the opportunity and time to addr ess the threats 
facing the global ocean is now. 

In the following pages we set out our proposals for reversing 
the cycle of decline. The eight proposals provide a carefully 
targeted rescue package for the high seas. The proposals form 

in governance, the lack of equity and sustainability regarding 
the use of high seas resources, and the new and emerging 
pressures that need to be pre-empted before undue harm is 
caused. In each case, we have seen what works and have 
been inspired by it. 

There are clear economic incentives for both the public and 
private sectors to take their responsibilities in the high seas 
more seriously. Without stronger governance and regulation, 
uncertainty will continue to pervade ocean-related industries 

gas and deep sea mineral extraction, the risks and liabilities 
will be hard to assess and control. Most of all, without urgent 

resilience against its impacts, the cost to the global economy 
will rise exponentially. We can continue to lay cables and ship 
containers across a dead ocean, but without paying attention 
to sustaining the life within it, we put our own lives and those  
of every living thing in peril.

We all have a clear responsibility to act, as the current stewards 
of this planet. We have an obligation to leave future generations 
a healthy and productive ocean, able to continue to give life and 
value to all humanity. Implementing the Commission’s package 
of proposals will allow us to meet this obligation head on and 
turn the tide towards a positive, productive ocean future.
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a healthy living ocean at the 
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Drew Hinshaw/The Wall Street Journal







Mega cities will increase by 25% by 2025
60% of Africa’s population will be urbanised by 2050
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$11 Billion

12 million people

9.7 kg of fish/year

70%









Plastic Pollution in Africa

Source: ‘Map of Africa showing coastal countries, cities, and EEZ’  Africa 
Environment Outlook, 2000

Aims

• Support development of the African Marine Waste
Network

• Raise the global profile of marine litter in Africa to
garner greater advocacy, policy efforts and resource
distribution to help minimise the negative
environmental consequences associated with plastic in
the marine environment

• Identity and collaborate with local stakeholders to
deepen understanding of the situation in Africa with
respect to marine litter and seek relevant solutions

Waste pickers in South Africa, Source: Infrastructurene.ws , Photo: Marcello Casal Jr











The African Charter on Maritime Security, Safety and Development

“Each State Party shall establish information exchange and early 
warning systems on marine pollution, including the dumping of 

toxic and hazardous waste…”  









“Faced with such a damaging 
and accumulating side-effect 
from the throw-away society, 
it is, I believe, utterly crucial 
that we do much more to 
speed up the transition to a 
more 'circular' economy - that 
is to say, one in which 
materials are recovered, 
recycled and reused instead of 
created, used and then 
thrown away.”



This is not a blame game.

This challenge is on a massive scale 
and cannot be tackled by one group. 

This is about dialogue and innovation 
coming together to tackle major 
challenges and find new 
opportunities in material efficiency. 





What (and where) are the main sources 
and critical causes of marine litter in 

Africa?

What could be innovative solutions for 
marine litter challenge in Africa?

Aside from funding what do you feel 
could be the actions taken in the near 

term to catalyse solutions?


